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On race days at the 
Springfield Mile in 
Springfield, Illinois, 
an agricultural field 
sprayer moistens 
the track with 8,200 
gallons of water and 
calcium chloride. 
Mid-race touchups 
happen just outside 

the groove created 
by riders, effectively 
widening the racing 
line and the corners. 
The goal for riders 
is to chase the mois-
ture for ultimate 
traction.

Water is the most important part of 
flat track racing. If there’s not enough, 
the track gets dusty, and riders fly 
into a dangerous cloud that they can’t 
see through. Too much and the track 
gets tacky. The dirt sticks to tires and 
shoots o! in every direction, sometimes 
slamming into the back of a rider’s helmet. 
Neither is something you want when 
bikes are hitting speeds up to 140 mph, 
sideways, and often only inches apart.

Getting it right falls to Steve 
Morehead, American Flat Track’s new 
track director. A week before every one 
of the eighteen SuperTwin races each 
season, Morehead and his crew of six 
show up to prepare the track, working 
with the machine operators and track 

APRIL 4 
CHARLOTTE HALF MILE
Charlotte Motor Speedway, 
Concord, NC

MAY 2 
TEXAS HALF MILE
Texas Motor Speedway, 
Fort Worth, TX

MAY 9
SO-CAL HALF MILE
Southern California  
Fairgrounds, Perris, CA

MAY 16 
SACRAMENTO MILE
Cal Expo, Sacramento, CA

MAY 30 
THE RED MILE
Red Mile, Lexington, KY

JUNE 13
LACONIA SHORT TRACK
New Hampshire Motor 
Speedway, Loudon, NH

JUNE 20
OKC MILE
Remington Park, 
Oklahoma City, OK

JUNE 27 
LIMA HALF MILE
Allen County Fairgrounds, 
Lima, OH

JULY 3–4 
NEW YORK SHORT 
TRACK
Weedsport Speedway, 
Weedsport, NY

AUGUST 9
BUFFALO CHIP TT
Buffalo Chip, Sturgis, SD

AUGUST 11 
BLACK HILLS HALF MILE
Black Hills Speedway,  
Rapid City, SD

AUGUST 22 
PEORIA TT
Peoria Motorcycle Club, 
Peoria, IL

SEPTEMBER 4 
SPRINGFIELD TT
Illinois State Fairgrounds, 
6SULQJÞHOG��,/

SEPTEMBER 5–6 
SPRINGFIELD MILE
Illinois State Fairgrounds, 
6SULQJÞHOG��,/

SEPTEMBER 12 
WILLIAMS GROVE 
HALF MILE
Williams Grove Speedway, 
Mechanicsburg, PA

SEPTEMBER 26  
MEADOWLANDS MILE
Meadowlands, East Rutherford, NJ

2020 RACE 
SCHEDULE

Special
Offer!

As an Indian Motorcycle 

owner, you can get $5 

o! tickets to any AFT race 

by going to 

american"attrack.com 

and using the 

code “IMCRIDER”

BEFORE EVERY 
RACE, THE 
TRACK MUST BE 
TRANSFORMED. 
THAT TAKES 
LOTS OF DIRT, 
LOTS OF WATER, 
AND SOMETHING 
CALLED A 
CONDITIONER. 

employees they find at each one. Some 
tracks are typically used for sprint cars, 
some for horses, either thoroughbred or 
harness racing. But by the time the first 
starting flag drops, every track has to be 
ready for motorcycles. 

“All surfaces are di!erent,” Morehead 
says. “The mindset is, ‘Here’s what 
you’ve got to work with. Deal with it. 
Figure out a way to make it happen.’” At a 
thoroughbred track, that means pushing 
soft, deep dirt, piled high to protect 
horses’ joints, o! to the side to get to a 
firmer base. But at harness tracks the 

hard-packed dirt that’s already there has 
to be softened. Once they get the right 
consistency, the team uses a box scraper 
to level the track into a smooth and even 
surface. And that’s when they can finally 
worry about the water.

Morehead’s team uses a giant machine 
called a track conditioner. Dragged 
behind a tractor, the conditioner cuts 
three-inch channels into the dirt while 
simultaneously irrigating it with a 
mixture of water and calcium chloride, 
which pulls even more moisture up from 
the ground to the surface. The result is 

a dirt that is consistently (and precisely 
the right degree of ) wet.

On race day, Morehead’s team waits. 
They wait and they watch. If it rains, they 
have to be ready to dig into the dirt again, 
working the moisture to the surface 
so the air can dry it out. If it’s a bright 
day, they have to be equally vigilant, 
constantly watching the track for areas in 
the sun that go dry before the ones in the 
shade of the grandstand. Lighter dirt is 
dryer dirt, they know. 

They have ten minutes between each 
event to erase the e!ects of one race 

and prepare for the next. “The majority 
of that time is adding water to get color 
back to it,” Morehead says. As his crew 
pulls the conditioner over the torn-up 
track, Morehead talks to the riders. 
“We’re in it together,” he says. “I want 
to give them the raciest conditions I 
can.” The challenge is making sure it all 
comes together at the same time. And 
that it stays that way. If the track can be 
consistent—during every practice lap, 
qualifier, and the main event—it won’t 
be the conditions that determine the 
winner, Morehead says. It’ll be the riders. 

 H!
THE TRACK IS 

BUILT


